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speculations than in his feelings and conduct. In cHldhood he is said to have been remarkable chiefly for the entire, enthusiastic affection with which he loved his mother; and for a certain still, secluded disposition, such that he took no pleasure in boyish sports, and rather shunned the society of other children. Tieck mentions that, till his ninth year, he was reckoned nowise quick of apprehension; but at this period, strangely enough, some violent biliary disease, which had almost cut him off, seemed to awaken his faculties into proper life, and he became the readiest, eagerest learner in all branches of his scholarship.
In his eighteenth year, after a few months of preparation in some Gymnasium, the only instruction he appears to have received in any public school, he repaired to Jena; and continued there for three years; after which he spent one season in the Leip/ig University, and another, *to complete Ms studies,' in that of Wittenberg. It seems to have been at Jena that he became acquainted with Friedrich Schlegel; where also, we suppose, he studied under Fichte. For both of these men he conceived a high admiration and affection; and both of them had, clearly enough, * a great and abiding effect on his whole life.' Fichte, in particular, whose lofty eloquence and clear calm enthusiasm are said to have made him irresistible as a teacher,2 had quite gained Novalis to his doctrines; indeed the Wissensoliaftslehre, which, as we are told of the latter, * ho studied with unwearied zeal/ appears to have boon the groundwork of all his future speculations in Philosophy. Besides these metaphysical inquiries, and the usual attainments in classical literature, Novalis seems *to
* have devoted himself with ardour to the Physical Sciences,
* Scrolling, we have been informed, gives account of Fichte and his Wisscn-schaftslekre to tlie following effect: * The Philosophy of Fichte was like lightning;
* it appeared only for a moment, but it kindled a fire which will burn forever.*